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Integrating SIMTICS into Canvas using an
External Learning Tool

This guide will help you set up your Canvas environment so your students can access
SIMTICS with SSO and have scores passed back to your gradebook. You may also wish to
watch the video tutorial for Canvas integration: https://youtu.be/WsE9hUAc5FQ

Please ensure you have at least admin privileges to the courses in Canvas before
proceeding with the steps in this guide.

You will also need the unique Consumer Key and Consumer Secret codes for your
school, which the SIMTICS Support Team will provide

If you do not have these yet, please contact us at support@simtics.com or use the ‘Live
Chat’' on the website.

This guide will take you through the following steps:
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Note: The term “module” in this document refers to a SIMTICS module (eLearning unit), which
contains text, video, anatomy, simulations and quiz for learning a skill or procedure. Be aware
that some special review modules have only simulations and quizzes and the Hand Hygiene and
Isolation PPE Protocol module have only simulations.


https://youtu.be/WsE9hUAc5FQ
http://www.simtics.com/contact/y

Introduction

SIMTICS uses Learning Tool Interoperability (LTI) for integration with Canvas.
Once the integration is set up:

e SSO will be operational - students will only need to log into Canvas and will not
have to log in separately to the SIMTICS server.

e A score will be passed back to the gradebook from each student session in
SIMTICS. By default, the best score for a completed Test Mode simulation (if any)
will be sent to Canvas when the student logs out of SIMTICS and returns to
Canvas.

To link SIMTICS to Canvas, you need a unique SIMTICS consumer key and consumer
secret to identify your system to the SIMTICS server. If you haven't already been given
these keys, please contact us at www.simtics.com/contact/

The launch link for latest SIMTICS HTMLS5 version is https://Iti.simtics.com/api/v1/new

If you would like students who access SIMTICS via Canvas to automatically be placed
into groups for the SIMTICS reporting system (group.simtics.com), we can turn on a
feature that automatically does that based off your course name and SIS ID in Canvas.
When a student first accesses SIMTICS via Canvas, they will be sorted into that course
specific group.

This is something we need to turn on individually for each school/domain, so please
email our integration specialist benny@simtutor.com if you would like to have this set
up, or you'd like to know more.
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Step 1: Setting up SIMTICS as an External App

1. There are two ways to set up SIMTICS as an External App - both ways use the
same method after the initial step below:

e Loginand navigate to Admin -> Settings -> Apps
e If you do not have full Admin access, navigate to Courses -> [Choose your
course] -> Settings -> Apps

Either path should lead to the screenshot below.

Courses Settings ~ Quotas  Notifications ~ Admins  Announcements  Reports = Apps  Featureoptions
People
n: i View App Configurations
Statistics External Apps Manage app list
Permissions Apps are an easy way to add new features to Canvas. They can be added to individual courses, or to all courses in an account. Once configured, you can link to them through course
modules and create assignments for assessment tools.
Outcomes
£ See some LTI tools that work great with Canvas.
Rubrics
Grading JXIl Notinstalled  Installed

Question banks

Sub-accounts
Terms N N .
Authentication

siSimport

Themes

Developer keys .
Admin tools

ePortfolio

Moderation

Settings

2. Search for “SIMTICS" within the search bar and then select the SIMTICS logo that
appears.

External Apps Manageapplist ~ View App Configurations

Apps are an easy way to add new features to Canvas. They can be added to individual courses, or to all courses in an account. Once configured, you can link to them through course
modules and create assignments for assessment tools.

[ See some LTI tools that work great with Canvas.

Not Installed  Installed SIMTICS

®@SIMTICS

powered by SimTutor
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3. Click “+ Add App” and a pop-up like the one in the screenshot below should
appear.

Add App

Name

SIMTICS

Consumer key

Shared secret

Close Add App

Paste the consumer key and shared secret key that you have been given for your
organization.

Contact us at support@simtics.com or via the live chat on the website if you have not
obtained these yet or need these re-sent.

4. Finally, click “Add App”
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Step 2: Creating assignments with a SIMTICS module included

1. Navigate to one of your courses and add an assignment.

— Canvas Course Example > Assignments

Home Search for assignment -+ Group —+ Assignment :

Announcements &

Assignments

i v Assignments }
Discussions

Grades i o
People

Pages @& i °

2. Set a Title for this assignment according to the SIMTICS module to which you
want to link.

Disinfection, Sterilization, & Bloodborne Pathogens: Part 1 - Disinfection

Bl HTML Editor

B 7/ UA-BA-L EE=EZ==EE X % iE i
BE~ B & 22 & v = M T 12pt ~ Paragraph  ~ (%)
p 0 words
Points | gp
Assignment group Assignments v
Display grade as Percentage ~

[C] Do not count this assignment towards the final grade

The Title should be different for each assignment so you can distinguish between them. Each SIMTICS
module has a unique name that you can use.

The points, assignment group, and display grade are all settings you can
customize yourself. However, for the “Display grade as” dropdown, we do
recommend choosing either percentage or points if you wish to track your
students’ grades passed back from SIMTICS.
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3. Change the submission type to External tool and hit the “Find” button next to the
external tool URL input box.

Submission type Configure external tool
External tool v

External Tool Options (’/Q Select a tool from the list below, or enter a URL for an
external tool you already know is configured with Basic LTI to
Enter or find an external tool URL add a link to it to this module.

New Analytics
Analytics pages for Canvas

& | http/www.example.com/launch Find

(7] Load this tool in a new tab

SIMTICS Q
With SIMTICS as part of your curriculum, your
students optimize the way they learn clinical and

Scroll down until you find the SIMTICS app you
added earlier. Cancel

A

4. After clicking SIMTICS, please wait for the window to load. Once it's loaded, you
will see the screen on the left.
Select the category of the SIMTICS module you wish to use, or search for the
module directly using the search box.

Link resource from external tool X Link resource from external tool X

@ SIMTICS ®SIMTICS

powered by Simlutor powered by SimTutor

26 MODULES IN MEDICAL ASSISTANT

Perform Venipuncture

or, click a link below to view modules by categories

Basic Life Support Dental Assistant
Infection Control Medical Assistant Perform Capillary Puncture and Hematology Testing

o o0 =
Medical Lab Test Medical Professional 4 Sil=RECRN-I )
Radiography Respiratory Care
SIMTICS Tutorial Sonography 5 Perform ECG and Interpret

E= DI

[ Administer Intramuscular Injections
ﬁ 3 3D ] 2]
— — |
5. Select the link icon to use that module for this assignment. You will be able to

select any of the modules that your school has adopted. If you are interested in
any other SIMTICS content, please reach out to your SIMTICS sales contact.

The icon will allow you to customise certain aspects of how Canvas treats the
SIMTICS module, from the type of score that's passed back, to what parts of the
module the student can see. For instance, you can combine two checkboxes in
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the settings screen to display only a specific scenario in a Learn Mode simulation.

There are helpful “?" icons that will explain what each option does. For more,

check out page 8 of this document.

6. The URL bar should be auto filled. Check the “Load in a new tab” checkbox as seen
below. (If you leave the checkbox blank, some users may have problems accessing

the SIMTICS module.) This will also improve the students experience as they will

have more room to navigate the modules.

External Tool Options
Enter or find an external tool URL

¢ https:/Iti.simtics.com/api/v1/new?cust

Load this tool in a new tab

Find

7. All done! Now check that the module link is working as intended: save and run the

newly created assignment. You should see something similar to the screenshot
below - however the module you see will be the module you selected in the

Canvas menu.

@ Disinfection, Sterilization, & Bloodborne Pathogens: ...

O Introduction

{ Learning N l Key =1 Pre-procedure
=) objectives *zV  terminology = considerations
A Dental Assistant is at risk of exposure to a wide variety of diseases

dental offic quipment and treatment room surfas

r becoming contaminated. If proper

are touched. Therefore, infection trol and proper disinfection and steri
order to minimize the risk of disease transmission and provide safety to the dental care workers and the patients
they treat.

Note: Iy

This module is part of a 2-volume set: Part 1 and Part 2

Legal requirements for the practice of dentistry, as well as regulations regarding dental assistants, vary from state

to state. Before practicing any dental procedure,

mportant to have a clear understanding of the law in your

Logbook

(&
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Customizing the Students SIMTICS Experience

Optional custom parameters allow you to control elements of the SIMTICS module’s
behavior, such as what scores are passed back, what component(s) the student can see,
and more. It is important to note, that only one score can be passed back to the Canvas
Gradebook per session.

After clicking the on the module selection screen, you will see the following options.

Score settings: SIMTICS by default returns the best score during the current session
from the Test Mode simulation. You

. . . Score settings
can vary this with these two settings °

|:| Receive guiz scores instead of simulation score
|:| Receive best score of all attempts instead of current session

Simulation settings: By default, SIMTICS provides the student with access to the entire
module that you selected. You can vary this by using these additional parameters.

Test mode settings: This parameter controls what test content should be
displayed for the specified module.

Scenario selector: By default, the system will randomly select a test mode
scenario if the “Test-Mode Simulation only” checkbox has been checked. Selecting
scenario here will play a specific scenario that you'd like the user to perform, e.g.
“3" will go to scenario 3 of the module specified.

Simulation settings @

Give student access to module's Learn Mode simulations only and display the Learn Mode scenario
selection screen

Test mode settings o
|:| Display Test-Mode Simulation only
|:| Display Simulation, Text, Video and Anatomy, but do not display Quiz
[] Display Quiz only

Select scenario that you'd like the user to perform h'd o

Group settings: If you use the SIMTICS Group Admin & Reporting (GAR) system, this
parameter allows you to place the student in a particular group for reporting purposes,
e.g. a class or cohort. If group name does
not exist, it will be automatically created
when you or the student clicks the link. Allocate learner/s to group

Group settings o
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Managing user accounts after Canvas integration

Once integration is complete, students and instructors will have access to SIMTICS
content through the assignment links you have set up in Canvas

IMPORTANT NOTES:

Students should now use Canvas as their sole method of access to SIMTICS as a new
SIMTICS account is set up when a user clicks on their first SIMTICS link in Canvas. This
permanently connects the user’'s new SIMTICS account to their account on Canvas,
which enables single sign-on and score pass-back to Canvas's gradebook. We refer to
this as a SIMTICS LTl account.

This LTl account is different from (and is not linked to) any existing instructor or
student accounts that were previously provided by SIMTICS (eq. if your students
were accessing SIMTICS directly before you began using the LMS). So if any of your
users already had a SIMTICS account, after accessing SIMTICS from your LMS they will
have two SIMTICS accounts - direct and LTI. (If this applies to your situation, our
technical support team can merge the two accounts on request.)

If you have the automatic reporting system feature enabled (see the end of the
Introduction section of this document), instructors can access the Group
Administration and Reporting (GAR) system after they have accessed the SIMTICS
platform through Canvas (see below)

@ Disinfection, Sterilization, & Bloodborne Pathogens: ...

O Introduction
Learning Koy Pre-procedure

. > -

objectives - terminology considerations A s

If you do not have the automatic reporting system feature, instructors can use either
account, however to access the GAR System they will need to log in separately at
https://group.simtics.com with a valid username provided by SIMTICS.
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Quick Tips

e If a student exits a Simulation before their score is displayed on their screen, the
score won't be calculated/logged and can’t be transferred to Canvas. They need to
always check that their score displays before they move on to another component or
exit SIMTICS entirely. It can sometimes take up to 10 minutes for the score to be
updated in the Canvas gradebook.

e The SIMTICS LTI usernames are auto-generated based on your school’s id in our
system plus user id information that is passed from Canvas. With SSO, end users
don’t need to know these auto-generated usernames, however faculty /
administrators will see them if they use the SIMTICS GAR system.

e If you have introduced this Canvas integration partway through a school year and you
need to retain student logbook data from previously existing accounts, you can
request for the students’ original and LTI accounts to be merged. The older merged
data will not be transferred to the gradebook, however, and will only be viewable
from the GAR System.

e Student accounts are created the first time that a student accesses SIMTICS from
Canvas. Therefore they will not appear on the student user list in the GAR system
until they have done that.

If you encounter any problems with these steps, or have any questions,
please contact us using the chat bot on our website or
via email at support@simtics.com
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